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Four 
Orin, Joel, Paul, and Sid Doty, brothers 20-24 years 
old, have been arres ted at their -home near Bruno, Minn., 
for non-registration. Joel, Paul, and Sid were arrested 
January 18th, and Orin was arrested January 20th. 
Orin was out of town attending school at the time of the 
first arrests. 


The arrest of the four Dotys sets a national record 
for prosecutions of conscientious objectors within a 
single family. 

William N. Doty, father of the four boys, was a con- 
scientious objector during World War I. He is a member 
of the Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen and has been 
a long time advocate of the rights of labor and a foe of 
what he calls, “Prussian military conscription.” 


‘ima Bill heaiahibadl 


Senator Langer (Rep., N. Dak.) has introduced in 
the United States Senate an amnesty resolution calling 


for pardons for many men convicted of violation of the 
Selective Service Acts of 1940 and 1948. 


His resolution numbered Senate Resolution 11, is as 

follows: 
“Resolved, that the President is requested to grant 
pardons to all persons heretofore convicted and sen- 
tenced for refusal to register or report for service in 
the military forces as provided in the Selective Train- 
ing and Service Act of 1940 as amended and the 
Selective Service Act of 1948, by reason of their 


sar ae ay 
religious convictions. 


CCCO has expressed its appreciation to Senator 
Langer for his sponsorship of this resolution at a time 
when conscientious objection is an increasingly unpopu- 
lar viewpoint. It was also pointed out by the CCCO that 
the resolution was so worded, probably by accident, that 
objectors other than religious were excluded, and also 
excluded were men whose offense was failure to report 
to Civilian Public Service camp or walking out of CPS. 
It has been suggested to Senator Langer that the present 
resolution be revised or future resolutions be broadened 
in scope to include these other men. 


‘Philadelphia, Pa. 


Presidential Order Revises Put 
Service Regulations 


Under the authority granted him by the Selective 
Service Act of 1948, the President issued executive order 
10202 January 15th. The order was printed in the Fed- 
eral Register for January 16th and goes into effect im- 
mediately, although there is always some delay between 
the issuance of such an order and getting it into opera- 
tion by local draft boards. 

The new order of classification ranks IV-E immedi- 
ately following I-A and I-A-O and affects no other classi- 
fication. This change is made in paragraph 1623.2 of 
Selective Service regulations and establishes the new 
order as follows: 

I-A 
1-A-O 
IV-E 
I-D 


ITl-A 
IV-A 
IV-B 
IV-C 
IV-D 
II-A IV-F 
II-C V-A 
This classification order follows that of the Selective 
Service Act of 1940 and the order used in classification 
of registrants under the doctors’ draft. 


C. O. Appeal Problems Change 

The most important immediate effect of these new 
regulations is the change in relationship to appeals from 
classifications other than IV-E. There is no change for 
objectors taking the I-A-O position (willing to accept 
non-combatant armed forces duty) or for men taking 
the IV-E position (objection by reason of religious 
training and belief to all armed forces duty) who have 
no other reasons for deferment. 

Up until now, C. 0.’s could not accept deferments 
for dependents (III-A), for essential employment such 
as agriculture (II-A), for previous military service 
(IV-A) or any other classification other than IV-F or 
V-A without their C. O. claim being technically denied 
and the possibility of their future recognition as a C. O. 
being prejudiced against them. 

Men requesting complete exemption from military 
duty no longer have the necessity or right to appeal 
deferred classifications given for any reason. In fact. if 
they now are given IV-E and have other reasons for 
deferment they must appeal from the IV-E classification 
or face the possibility of being drafted for civilian duty. 


(Continued on page 3) 
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Two 


Iowans Plead Not Guilty 
Donald Mott and Roy Knight pled “Not Guilty” at 


their arraignment January 4 in Sioux City, Iowa, and 
Henry Standing entered his “Not Guilty” plea at Des 
Moines, Iowa, January 5. Trials in all three cases were 
set for the March term of court with the actual date 
indefinite. This marks the conclusion of one more step 
in the second prosecution of these three Quakers who 
have already served 18-month prison sentences for re- 
fusal to register. 

The men have now been indicted for failure to return 
the selective service questionnaire. failure to report for 
physical examination, and failure to report for induc- 
tion. These indictments will be fought in court by the 
Iowa Committee for Conscientious Objectors and CCCO. 

Mott Classified V-A 

A new development in the second prosecution cases 
is the classification of Donald Mott in V-A (over 26) 
by his local board since his arraignment. This centra- 
dicts the usual selective service contention that they can 
do nothing about a man’s classification after the case 
has been turned over to the Department of Justice for 
prosecution. It is not known yet if Mott’s V-A classifi- 
cation will have any eflect on the prosecution of his 
case, but no man in V-A is liable for physical examina- 
tions, army induction, or filling out additional quest- 
tionnaires. 

Two of the other men under indictment for second 
prosecution are past their 25th birthday so eligible for 
V-A classification, and four of the five are married and 
have children. 

Second Prosecutions Can Be Stopped 








Second prosecutions could be halted or prevented by 
administrative action of either the Department of Justice 
or Selective Service. The responsible officials of these 
agencies have refused to use their powers to prevent this 
violation of democratic regard for religious rights. 

In addition to the Iowa men, Stephen Simon and 
Amos Brokaw of Indiana have been rearrested after 
serving terms for non-registration. 





Some Reservists Released 


It has been confirmed that a few reservists who are 
now conscientious objectors have had resignations ac- 
cepted by the Air Force and the Navy Reserve Corps. 
The exact number of resignations accepted is not avail- 
able, but probably about twenty-five men are involved. 
These branches of the reserves have rejected other C. O. 
applications for release, and evidently the Army and 
Marine Reserve Corps have given no C. O. releases. 

The acceptance of a few resignations underscores the 
importance of C. O.’s getting their resignations going 
through the proper channels with the strongest possible 
evidence of their convictions. C. O.’s attempting to 
resign from the reserve corps should include the same 
type of material in their letter of resignation as is filed 
with local boards on form 150, the special form for con- 
scientious objectors. Letters from persons knowing the 
convictions and sincerity of the reservist would probably 
also be helpful if they were included with the resigna- 
tions. 


NEWS NOTES 








1AO Status Violations Rumored 


Persistent rumors of violations of the non-combatant 
status granted men by the Selective Service Act of 1948 
and army regulations keep coming to the CCCO office. 
No such rumors have been proved nor have allegations 
been made in connection with a specific man, time or 
place. Any specific violation discovered should be re- 
ported to the proper authorities or tu the CCCO or some 
other interested group for action. 


An executive of a pacifist organization reports that 
an army chaplain on active duty remarked to him, “How- 
ever, there is very small comfort in a non-combatant 
position in that since the Communists do not recognize 
the position, neither do we, and medics are armed and 
are fighting side by side with other seldiers in Korea. 
The non-combatant position at this moment is purely an 
academic one.” 


Army circular number 309 issued by the Department 
of the Army, October 5, 1948, states (section 3. c) “The 
following is defined as non-combatant service and train- 
ing: 

“(1) Service in any unit which is unarmed at all 

times. 


“(2) Service in the Medical Department wherever 
performed. 


“(3) Subject to the individual’s acceptance, any as- 
signment, the primary function of which does 
not require the use of arms in combat, provided 
such assiguuient does uot requice him to bear 
arms or to be trained in their use. 
Non-combatant training consists of any train- 
ing which does not have to do with the study 
of, or the use or handling of, arms or weapons.” 








WHAT IS PEDSECUTION? 


In the January issue of News Notes the 
CCCO offered for distribution a leaflet entitled, 
Prosecution or Pedsecution. There has been 
some question raised as to just what pedsecu- 
tion means. The best answer to date is that 
since ped at the beginning of a word generally 
has reference to foot, pedsecution is kicking a 
conscientious objector around. 

Of course, we meant to say Prosecution or 
Persecution, but in a desperate effort to clear 
our desks of work we hired a blind proof 
reader. 

Almost 15,000 copies of the leaflet have 
been distributed, but we still have a few cop- 
ies on hand we'd like to send out, and we 
would be glad to have more printed if you can 
use them. The problem of the second prosecu- 
tions has not been solved, and we need your 
help. 

No charge for single copies. $1.00 per hun- 
dred in quantities. 
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Changes in C. QO. Laws Expected 


How soon will the change in C. O. status come? and 
What will be the nature of that change? are the ques- 
tions being asked by pacifist leaders at this time. It is 
taken for granted by those in close touch with the Wash- 
ington scene that complete deferment for conscientious 
objectors can not be maintained much longer. 


Local boards in Oklahoma, Indiana, and Montana 
have publicly admitted removing the IV-E classification 


from their consideration. The American Legion has been | 


opposed to deferment of C. O.’s from the beginning. A 
few Congressmen have already approached Selective 
Service about the establishment of some type of obliga- 
tion for men classified IV-E. 


The greatest antagonism toward C. O.’s seems to be 
centered about an area in Montana where there are 
several Hutterites and there were anti-Hutterite feelings 
previous to the additional irritation of men calmly going 
about their daily business and refusing to fight. The 
draft board at Conrad, Montana resigned, because two 
Hutterites placed in I-A-O by them were still free after 
an appeal from the classification had been pending for 
more than a year. Other Montana boards were petition- 
ing Selective Service to change C. O. regulations. A bill 
~vas introduced in the Montana legislature requesting 
Congress to eliminate the IV-E classification. 


Service Possibilities Limited 


The range of possibilities for C. O. labor provisions 
are extremely limited. The government is not willing to 
attempt to force all C. O.’s into the armed services. The 
general public is not willing to allow C. 0.’s to live their 
own lives while other young men are forced to join the 
army. The government is not willing for C. 0.’s to be 
assigned to work of such social significance that com- 
petent accomplishment could become a salesman of con- 
scientious objection. The peace churches are not willing 
to again become a tool for the operation of conscription, 
thereby eliminating the only good point about church 
sponsored CPS, an intermediary quasi-administrative 
agency sincerely interested in the men as men. 


All of this adds up to a civilian work program simi-° 


lar to the government CPS camps of World War II or 
the CCC camps of depression days. There is possibility 
of detached service jobs as the program develops. 


First Step Taken 


The change in order of classification announced in 
this issue is the first step in a program of drafting C. O.’s. 
Since the present law does not provide for the drafting 
of men into civilian labor and does prohibit the drafting 
of religious objectors into the armed forces, C. O.’s can 
not be drafted until the law is changed. As this is being 
written, no bills have been introduced in Congress or 
requested by Selective Service or the Department of De- 
fense which would change the status of C. 0.’s. Such 
change could be brought about by amendment to the 
present law from the floor of Congress when the exten- 
sion and revision of the law now being considered 
reaches Congress, or the change could be added in com- 
mittee at the conclusion of the hearings. 


8641 Parole Plan Dead 
We have received inquiries about the possibilities of 
8641 parole for men now in prison for violation of the 


draft law or the use of the plan as the number of C. O. 
convictions increase. 





This parole plan created by executive order 8641 
applied to violators of the Selective Service Act of 1940 
and was a special parole for C. O.’s authorized by the 
President under powers given him by the 1940 law. The 
parole plan expired with the remainder of the draft act. 

Similar powers were granted to the President by the 
1948 Selective Service Act, but no special parole plan 
for C. Q.’s has been authorized. No such plan is apt to 
be formulated until a considerable number of C. O.’s are 
in prison. 

Many C. 0O.’s would prefer that they be given’ the 
regular parole for convicts under the federal statutes 
than to serve a somewhat shorter time in prison and be 
forced to accept the many restrictions of special plans 


such as 8641. 


CLASSIFICATION ORDER CHANGED 


(Continued from page 1) 


if the law is changed making men in IV-E liable for 
some type of civilian work. 

The future effect of this order is that if some sort of 
civilian duty is made obligatory for objectors no further 
changes in the classification procedure will be necessary 
in order to draft C. O.’s. 

CCCO Pamphlet Revised 


This executive order invalidates or makes need for 
revision in certain sections of the CCCO pamphlet, Con- 
scientious Objectors Under Selective Service. This copy 
of the News Notes should be kept.with the pamphlet and 
considered supplementary to it. The following parts of 
the pamphlet are affected: 

Page 16, section on “Receiving a Classification” 
starting on page 16 revised as above. 

Page 18, paragraph one under “Method of Classifi- 
cation,” eliminate all of the second sentence except the 
first clause so that it reads, “Any C. O. who claims IV-E 
should appeal any classification higher than IV-E.” 

Page 19, revise section “Should a Higher Classifica- 
tion be Accepted?” The answer is still “No,” since no 
higher classification should be accepted. However, most 
of the text is now irrelevant because of the example 
used and because of the nature of present higher classi- 
fications. 

Page 22, eliminate the last sentence of the section 
“Who Should Appeal?” Men seeking IV-E should now 
appeal only I-A and J-A-O classifications. 

File Form 150 


None of this changes the use of SSS 150. the special 
Selective Service form for conscientious objectors. Men 
in deferred classifications should have this form on file 
with the local boards, so that if future regulations change 
their eligibility for deferred status their objection to 
participation in the armed forces will be on record. 
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THE COURT REPORT 


I Prosecutions 
Sentenced since last issue 
12-27-50, Donald Fisk, 30 months, (Seattle, Wash.) 
non-registrant. 
12-27-50, Roland Roger Thomas, (San Diego, Cal.) 
Muslim, no further details available now. 
Arrested since last issue 
Maryland—-Larry Atkins, non-registrant. 
New Mexico—-Gerald Counts, failure to report for 
physical. 
Montana— Andrew Wurtz, refusal to submit to in- 
duction. 
Minnesota—Orin, Joel, Paul, and Sid Doty, non-reg. 
Michigan—Aaron Yoder, failure to report for induc- 
tion. 
Arkansas—-L. Ebeling, non-registrant. 
Il Men Currently Imprisoned 
F. C. I. Danbury, Conn.——Vail Palmer 
County jail, South Bend, Ind.—Carl Kime 


III Released on Parole 
1-14-51, Robert Wixom (Parole granted by the 
board after reconsideration of their previ- 
ous eins) 


Judical Resieai Available 


All religious objectors who have been unable to get 
their claim for C. O. status recognized by the regular 
selective service procedure and, therefore, refuse to report 
for induciion, siuuld sce the section on judicial review 
which begins on page 32 of Conscientious Objectors 
Under Selective Service. 

Until 1946 judicial review was denied C. 0.’s who 
felt they had been misclassified, but in that year the 
Estep and Smith (327 U.S. 114) decision of the Supreme 
Court made judicial review available. 

We print this reminder, because this avenue of justice 
opened up so late in the operation of the 1940 draft 
law that many persons are aware of only the earlier 
circuit court decisions which sent hundreds of sincere 
religious objectors to prison without judicial considera- 
tion of the correctness of their selective service classifi- 
cations. 


Judge c ‘aieadetataie C. O. 


Since the death of Judge 1. Meekins, Reverend 
S. L. Morgan has released a Mice w received from the 
judge following the conviction of David Morgan, a con- 
scientious objector. The letter follows: 


Dear Mr. Morgan: 


It would be difficult for me to fully express to 
you my appreciation for the wonderful letter which 
you wrote me under date of October 28, 1941, with 
regard to your son David. All thoughtful people 
sympathize with your position because they know 
that you and Mrs. Morgan and David are absolutely 
sincere. Conceding that sincerity underlies the whole 
program, I feel that your son is really making a very 
great sacrifice for conscience’s sake. Therefore, his 
conduct is in line with the great of the earth who 
have sect him the example which he thinks he sees 
-and follows. I shall be obliged if you will remember 
me to David and particularly to his mother. 


Sincerely, 


(signed) I. M. Meekins, Judge 
Eastern Dist. N. C. — 
Elizabeth City, N. C. 


P. S. If you and Mrs. Morgan and David can let me 
have a copy of the respective statements read in Court 
I shall be obliged. If no copy you might let me have 
one made of each original. I, of course, would re- 


ict ee. en Ee ee, ae ee 
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CCCO greatly appreciates receiving news- 
paper clippings about arrests or sentencing of 
conscientious objectors anywhere in the United 
States. Will you please send them in from your 
community? 
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